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What are the expectations for children in EYFS by the 
end of the Reception Year? 



What is Phonics? 

Nursery Reception



Phonics Technical Vocabulary 

• Phoneme (think phone) 

• alien/nonsense words 
• Grapheme (think graphics)

• Digraph (di- 2)
• trigraph (tri-3)
• CVC words  (cat, tap short vowel sound, rain, soap 

long vowel sound)
• Blending ( for reading)

• Segmenting (for spelling)
• Tricky words 
• Letter names and letter sounds  

• Sound buttons/dots and dashes  



Phase 1 is made up of 7 different areas:

• Environmental Sounds 
• Instrumental Sounds 

• Body Percussion 
• Rhythm and Rhyme 
• Alliteration 

• Voice Sounds
• Oral Blending and Segmenting 



Ho can Nursery Parents help prepare children to 

be ready to be successful readers? 

1. Motivation to read 
2. Language skills 
3. Concepts of print 

4. Letter Knowledge 
5. Phonological Awareness 



Phase 2 

Phonemes 
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Phase 2 

Tricky Words 



How to support at home?

-Regular decoding 

-Phonics Flashcards 

-Regular tricky word flash cards 

-Little and often, at least daily

-flagging problems early 
-eye sight, hearing checks 

-phase 1 activities may be needed to support phonological awareness skills 

- Lots of reading stories and text to your child to build their understanding of language 

patterns and vocab

- use of a timer 



Phase 3 
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Phase 3 Tricky Words  


